
AIMS FOR THE SESSION 

-To provide information about the 
teaching of phonics within the 
Northern Ireland Curriculum. 
 
-To share ideas of how children can be 
helped and supported at home. 



WHAT IS PHONICS? 

Phonics is the link between letters 
and the sounds they make. 



WHY PHONICS? 
It is recommended by Education Authority as the 1st 
strategy that children should be taught in helping 
them learn to read 
 

The Rose Review 
The independent review of early reading, conducted 
by Jim Rose, confirmed that ‘high quality phonic 
work’ should be the prime means for teaching 
beginner readers to learn to read and spell. 
The review also highlighted the importance of 
developing, from the earliest stages, children’s 
speaking and listening skills 



• Guided reading 
• Learning high frequency words 
(building a sight vocabulary) 



 
 

-What do these words say? 
 

pirate could 

cross 

Activity 1 



Have another go 

The  leopard  watched  the  monkey. 

The  monkey  took  the  pirates  hat. 

He could see that the pirate was cross.   



The  leopard  watched  the  monkey. 

The  monkey  took  the  pirates hat. 

He could see that the pirate was cross.   

Does this 
help? 



Learning Phonics 

• Speedy and systematic 
 
• Learning the sounds of the letters and not the names.   
 
• By the end of P2 most children will be able to state 

letter sound and name. (reciting the alphabet helps) 
 

• Giving children a code so that they can read and write 
with confidence 
 
 



5 Basic Skills from Jolly Phonics 
 

1.    Learning the letter sounds 

2.   Blending/decoding 

3.   Identifying sounds in words 

4.  Tricky words 

5.  Letter formation 

 

 



1.  Learning the Letter Sounds 



Digraphs (two letters making one sound) 

 

  

…..More are added in P3 



Letter Sounds 
for Children 

….Spiderman and a 
scary spider are 
sitting at my desk! 

Sounds should be articulated clearly 
and precisely. 



2.  Blending/decoding 



Blending using digraphs 

thin    shop     
 
summer  

Children need to 
be reminded 
about the 
digraphs when 
they meet them 
in reading and 
spelling 
“Practise makes 
perfect”  



3.  Hearing the Sounds in Words 
(also known as segmenting) 
A spelling strategy 
 
Sound Talk  Games 
-I spy a d-o-g. 
-Dress the toy with a c-oa-t. 
-Give the robot a p-e-g. 
-Simon says, “Put you hands on your  h-ea-d.” 
An easy home activity to help your child 

 



4.  Tricky Words 

Words that do not follow the rules- 

the 

was 

here 

Look out for 
these words 
at home to 
point out to 
your child. 

In P3 and P4 children 
will learn more complex 
spelling rules and 
alternative 
sounds….until then many 
words remain ‘tricky 
words’. 



Beginning to  
‘Write’ 

Children should be 
encouraged to ‘have a go’. 
 

Children will have a limited 
code to use when creating 
words. 
 

Writing should be an 
enjoyable experience. 
 



Early P2 
Independent writing – no 
help given 
 
Child is using their phonic 
skills AND their sight 
vocabulary 



P2 
Example of using phonic skills 
and sight vocabulary (I, like) 





Supporting Writing at Home 
`Write with your child. 

 
`Encourage the development  
  of skills that support writing  
( large/small movements). 

 
`Praise your child for ‘having a go’. 

 
`Talk about your child’s writing or mark making. 



Supporting Reading at Home 

`Read with your child. 
 

`Encourage your child to talk 
  about the pictures and make 
  sense of the story 

 
`Praise your child for ‘having a go’  
` at sounding out new words 

 
`Make the whole experience enjoyable 



•2 letter sounds per week 

•Child should say the sound clearly and 
precisely and do the action as suggested 
in the Jolly Phonics book 

•Letter pairs game – also helps develop 
memory skills 



In P2, the phonics scheme and spelling scheme go hand in 
hand.    

Term 1, example of spelling homework: 
                             dog 
                              log 
                              fog 
                              Jog 
                            *here, the* 
 

•Regular words can be sounded out – children learn spelling 
patterns in class 
•*Tricky words don’t follow the rules – children practise the 
words in different ways in class.  At home it may be helpful 
to use the ‘Look, cover, write and check’ method. 


